Map 8 - Corrie Mitn. to Arigna
Walking Notes- born in 1880 in the townland of Tents. His |
Distance: 13 Km (8 miles) Ascent: 260 m. hoqse Is alongside .the Miners’ Way. John -
Walking Time: 4% hours. migrated to America about 1911 and he
was one of the early musicians to be re-
General Description: Map 8 shows the sec- | corded In America amidst a great upsurge
tion of the Miners Way back to Arigna. On of interest 1n Irish traditional music. T &
the way, It passes through the main mining _
areas of the region. There are several large E.SB Power Station
mines along the pass down the mountain in- This coal-burning station was built in the
cluding the original Spion Kop mine. Then it 1950s and took most of the coal that was
passes through fields onto Tents lane which | mMined in Arigna and all the other local coal |-
leads down to Lough Allen and the old power | mines. It closed in 1994 and the giant chim- I I
gation. An interconnecting series of old lanes, | N<Y stack V\fhiCh was i landmark In the area e juiners WeyE
| roads and paths leads back into the Arigna | Was demolished in 1999 |
valley via a footbridge over the Arigna River
—| beside a school. There follows a climb up | Greaghnafarna School Path __
Kilronan Mountain to the Rover Pit - one of | This school is still in use unlike many rural |- =
the last to close. The Way runs south along | schools which have closed due to depopu-
the rock to Derrinavoggy pits and down the | lation. The Way follows a pleasant path over
old road to Arigna village. a footbridge and along the Arigna River.
Colliery House Mining at Arigna > P P
<=1 This is located near the 78 kilometre mark | The Rover and Derrinavoggy mines are but |~ A
and is now a ruin. It was once a police sta- | two reminders of a way of lite that the peo-
tion and later became the headquarters of | ple of Arigna followed for hundreds of years.
mining in the district. Between these two mines, old pit eyes seem
to peep out from narrow ravines. The rem-
ouch Allen nants of an old overhead cable car system
“| Coming down from the hills one gets good | are now rusting away. It was a very sophisti- | [
views of Lough Allen which at 3,500 ha. 1s cated method inits day. Slag heaps, old paths
the 6th largest lake in the Republic of Ire- | to the mines, old pieces of mining machin-
land. In general it is too deep and exposed | €Y and buildings all along this section of the
| to support much bird life. The best places | Way are very vivid reminders of the work |
are actually at the southern tip of the lake | thatwenton down underground here in the . e e e
near Drumshanbo. past. o bt s
Tents & The French Road 2 ... . g L O\ N\
The townland of Tents got its name 1n 1798 O/dﬂ I Fy g ' : Seltannaven
when a French army camped here. They near ,/41‘ igna 1 | ""Tu,,né"fa--_--:
. - - (L i/ o | 1ent reaghnaglog r
Altnagowla

| later marched via The French Road to
Ballinamuck where they were defeated.

N Spur of MinersWay|
. |to Drumkeeran )
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John McKenna’s Birth Place
The area generally 1s renowned for Irish tra-

/.| ditional music. Many famous musicians L
came from the area. Perhaps the most fa- o
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mous of all was John McKenna. John was
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